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The Holzwarth Historic District is located in a spectacular setting near the
headwaters of the Colorado River, “lanked by the lNever Swrmer Range to the west and
the Front Range to the east, Included in the historic district are over a dozen
buildings relating to the Hclzwmrth homesteed and tne development of the Holzwarth
Trout Lodge. Dating from acout 1905 to about 1945, these structures reflect the
gradual and informal growth of facilities for the accommodation of guests. These
buildings are presently used as a center from which the Iational Park Service
interprets the Holzwerth ranch and ploneer life in the Colorado Valley, This
adaptive use is expected to continue, Some of the recently constructied building
may be removed to restore the facility to its early eppearance; razed buildings of
the early period (hay barn, horse barn, cow barn, corral, orivy, shed, chicken house,
pig pen, root cellar, smoke house), for which excellent docurentation is in hand,
may be recoustructed, Cyclical maintenance, consistent with the historic structures,
will be executed.

A hay meadow, reclaimed by the Holzwarth's from a jumble of beaver ponds, is
included in the boundzries of the District, and consonant with its historic use, the
Tational Park Service expszcts this erea to be used for grozing and haying with
implements of the historic period, ‘

The Holzwarth homastead cabin, the east room of the present structure (1), was
built in 1917 of V natched log construction with pole battens and concrezte chinking,
Protruding logs in the cast wall evidence an interior partition, long since removed,
Window openings in the south wall of the cabin have been closed or riodified by tue
inserticn of log sezments cul to cupropriate length.

7 G

i
1

U

l_l 6

s

A 15' x 25 room of V notched log
original cabin ca, 1920, and a porch 10 the south of the added room completed the
rectangular plan of tha existing structure. This portion of the structure is battened
with split poles and chinked with concrete.

hed lor coastruction was added to the west wall of the
')

At some later tire, perhaps about 1935, the living quarters were enlarged by
nmoving a portion of the exteior wall 7' to the south so as to include the easternmost
13' of the porch, and the remaining portion of the porch was enclosed.

The interior of the cebin is partitioned into a living room, closet, bath

& R M b b 3
bedroom, and kitchen, The interior was remcdieled and finiched with wall board
about 1940, Numerous itens--furaiture, taxiGermal specimens, books, kitchen
utensils, and other perscnal effecis--once ovaed by the Holzwarth family, were
tyansferrcd to the Unitcd States with the cabin, and these omust be regarded as
higtorie eppurtenances ol the structure.

A few Tect southeast of the hemestead cabin are the earliest grest cabins of
the dude ranch. Twin #1 was built co, 1921, This 155 x 193! structure is of log
construction, square nctened with cplit pole battens spilted to the logs. A 4' porch
extends across the froug (west) of the building, and 4' deck extends across the
back of the structure, It is interesting to note that Jonrnie Holzwarth, building
his first log cabin, placed the purlins of this structurc so low that they are at no
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point touched by the rafters, =3=ose (4), & 13' x 13' frame structure with enclosed
porch, faced with SlabS, is attached to Twin #1l., Thic building was constructre ca.
1945, Twin #2 (3), built ca. 1923, is a frame structure, 1&3'x 21' faced with slabs,
An addibion of putted log construction was attached to the north side of the building
ca, 1950, A L' porch extends from the front (west) of the orlglnul buildinz, and a

2! decx runs alcng the back,

Three utility buildings lie a few feet vest of the homestead cabin., The
taxiderzy shop gﬁ), built ca, 1222, is a l3~ x 225" frame buildi ing, faced wit
slabs, with a €5' porch, This tuilding contains various. tools and implenents, once
used by the Holzwmrth family, which contribute to the historic aspect of this
structure. The Vosachad (6) is of fraome construction with slab battens, Built ca,
1921, this structure is pacciticned to provide roca for & privy and the Uiovace of
wood and :vcollan:ous hand tool Tne Ice Hous 7), built ca, 1520, is of square

onstrue i th co

notched log c
structure is
with compogsit

0o
'e. The shed rcof of this 8% v x 133!
wrted by two log purlins and covered

Scattered azeross the hillis
are vorious guest casins, hc
by h’rh, with a tent roof, Posts, standing "DC;@Yl“"”°1j 1! outside the corners of
support o superstructure of rough sawad rafiers snd decking,

to tha west and north of the above-described group
t House (8), built cz, 1919, is a freme structure,

the original building, L Sur

covered with ccrposition reofing, Colurbine (9), one of the mdre lwmurious guest
cabins, w2s built ca, 1922, The central cutline of chls loD structure is 16' x 28¢,
with cdditions on tre back (wwst) for a vporch, a bedrcom, and a bath, Louise (10),
of half log construction, was built ca, 1943, This one room cobin is 163! x 14' with
a 7' porch on the front (east) of the buwilding. Tivoli (11), ca, 194k, is a 163! x
325! cabin of half log constructi

of the building, Castle (12) i

raetion with a rubblestone chimney on the front (south)
¢ & small frame cabin with clapboard siding, This
cabin was built ca, 1935,

huts as a homestead czbin ca,
1902, this cabin w2e first uso 1“or the accormodation of Holziwmrth guests sbout
1922, ‘fThis 16! x 21! s of dovetailed log construction, chinked with
newsopapers and eorcrete, Thonsh barely evident now, at one time the logs wre
painted red and the rough sawed boards of the gables were painted green,

The Fleshuts C mn(LO]i

s across the Colorade River, approximately 5 L mile
east of the above-listed ¢ab i shub
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Inventorv of Historic Structures Iocated Within the Holzimrth
Historic District,.

1. The Holzwarth Homesteed Cakin (The "Maz=2" Cabin): 1917,
log construction, additicns ca. 1920, ca, 1935,

2., Twin #1 Cabin: ca, 1921, log gucst ccbin,
3, Twin #2 Cabin: ca. 1923, frare guest cebin, addition ca. 1950.
L, * Rose Cabin: ca. 1+5, frems guest cabin,

5. Toxiderry Shop: ca, 1922, frams building with porch.

o
®
-t

loodshed: ca, 1921, fraxe ceastruction with slab battens.

. Ice Icuse: ca, 1920, log structure with cow ranurc chinking.
' 2 S>e

8, Tent Fouse: ca, 1919, frame structure with tent roof, now
protecied by superstructure,

9, Coluwsbine Cabin: ca, 1922, log guest house,
10.,* Louize Cabin: ca, 1¢h3, log guest cabin,
11.#% Tivoli Cabin: ca. 19%:, log guest cabin,
12,% Castle Cabin: ca, 1935, frumwe guest cabin,
13, Privy, frame construction,

14, Fleshuts Cabin: cz, 1802, log construction,

* The removel of these cabins is presently under consideration,
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Very shortly, like many other city-dwellers vio have moved to the mountains, they
found that verious of their Deaver friends folloued them to the Colorado Valley to
share the Holzwarth hospitality and enjoy & cheap sumzer vacation, In the surxer of
1920, the Holzuorth's were visited by a group of lr. nolzvarth's "drintin' friends"--
using the term given in intervicy by Jeba G. Holzunwth, Jre-=-yn0 ware so lazy and
drunken that thsy even required the Holziarth son, Jolnmnie, aged 13, to do their fishing
for then--and then quorreled over the Givision of the fish, With the devarturs of the
guests, Mrs. -Holzuzrta end Jorrnie rebelisd, Mrs, folzwvarth h-d long dreamad of opening

a Cercan-type mountain inn, an +he homastcod was promptly duobed the Holzwerth Trout

Lodge &nd rates esiabliished~--even thoush Mr. lolziarih roared that he would never permit
his friends to be charged--at $2.00 per dzy or $11,00 per weeke

i)

+ «

- C

Their very Cirst gussts were rertazes end frienls of the Carman family of Estes
Park., Kotherine Carmin recolls thed tha fazily had ridden across the divide, expecting
to stoy at Squacky I o rdzarabole, DUt on finding Bob's filled were
directed to the holziarthis. At Johnnie roperders it, the ladies of the Carman party
slept in the house and the ren in the bosrng Ketharine Coarman says cnly that "they
shoved over and w2 got in".

Althoush the first tcurist rentol cobin was bvilt in 1919, they were wchle to
peet the derand, and slceding cvrangononts were often cuite infor:al, Springs and
sirnly spresl cn the ground and vicitors covered themselves with a
piece of canvas for srotection from the voether. Dut to the guests the inconvenience
of a dcap night and chilling rorning goened e spall price to pay for the privilege of
pulling up to Mrs, Folzvarth's todle, Jopnnie says that he kept a rod over the kitchen
door, and when an order for trout reached the kitchen, he ran to the strean with his
rod, hey also served "roast", & viand not rurther identified since it frequently came

from animals poachied from the National Fark, butchered, and concesled high in a tree
until teken to the kitchen.

rattresses were

Tn the winters, to supplement their hardly-adcguate income from the resort
business, the Holzimrth's tranped, operating at one time 100 miles of trap lines
extending over into Middls Fark, OCceasicnally, with the permission of the National
park Service, the Holzwarth's trapped "pradators” within the Notional Park, though--
according to Johnnie--there were sometimes differcnces of opinion as to the definition

of a predator.

Their income was also supplemented by Mr. Holzwarth's work as a taxidermist, He
was severely injured when a wagon overturned on him soon after moving to the Colorado
valley and saw at once that ne would be crippled to the extent that his participation
in the work of thie ranch would be severely limited. Accordingly, he studicd taxideruy
by mail and soon bccame quite proficient in the art,
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(on the east side of the Colorado
f guests, and in 1923 the decision was made to
the main road through the National Park, The

first cabin at the new site was puilt in 192Lk, =nd the main lodge was constructed in
7 5 &)
1929, With the maln operation--now knowvn &s Holzwarth's Never Summer Panch--moved to

the east cide of the river, the subject cabins ver

e operated as rental cabins by

Mrs. Holzwarth--inevitably known &s "Mamma'--until her death and, subsequently, by

the Holzwarth Never Sumrer Ranch,

The homestead was purchased on March 13, 1974 by The Nature Conservancy and was
transferred to the United States on Febrvary 5, 1975.

is found of
Toverber 1, 1902 he purchased the W
R76W from the United Stotes, Foten

SCIL
o)

-3

ckiv— 0
“

Josenh Flesnuts was an evanescent figure in the Colorado Valley, for no record
~ hig teaure with the ercepticn of the docureniation of his homestead, Cn
ek, NWLSEL and the IEiSW: of Section 25, ToH,
#74350 was issued to him fron the land office on

July 29, 1%09. It is believed that Fleshubs left the valley about 1911, and the land
yas transferred due to his failure to pay the taxes.
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Theush the Holzwarth's built th eir still-stend honestead cabin in 1917 with the
intention of moking a living by renching, by 1920 I had bezun construction of cebins
for tiiz accommcdntion of gue d “r"duzllv developed a well-knowvn dude ranch, Thase

sts an
Dd,‘"’“f“ of frove and loz construction, are exemplary of the casuval metheds of
constroction in the ocglnnlng of T

I- DJ

ing
hey

(o
he dude ranch industry; and the structures of the
district are typical cf those in which a honestexd evo’x a gradqually into a dude

LGRS &

ranch. Si:ce rc:aplﬂg--xo;kv: and ha,n-vleed such a vital role in the life of the
Aolmuactn femily, Zncludad in the distriet is a portion of the hay meadow, where one
{an sec novses grezing and, in season, haymeking with pioneer implements,

rant, in 1879
n St LOJJ.S’

Te*:as where
ders, and riaing
hlb brother

in the United States, a German imud
ssage, he worked for a time as
cuployment were inhospitavle, and h
-ling with rustlers, cooxing for s

d-wwn

with t‘v ; by he cravitated to the Cranby arca where

had horesteaded, settled at t tillioter Ranch (thoush he did not file a homestead
entry uncil 183C) ab the site of today's Stillwater Cawpground and spent the next ten
years brecxing noczes, Treighting, end hunting for the Central City meat market,

, iolzmarth relinguished his homestead claim and returned
to De ia Iebfromn, a German emigrant vho was employed as a
domest 1ihy Denver nouJenold. They were narried in l89h and
withi: 'O yel '-3 ; verating a boarding hcuse and a sclene-vhich prospered
until the advent of pronibition in Colcrado on January 1, 1916,

et the reality of 1 ition, Holzwarth recalled the pleasant days he had
" in the Geanby area end retvrned to the Colorado Valley, He built

JﬁTFIJMJ cabin 1 e swwer 1917, although he did not file his

cry winil Mareh 1, a not uncenmon practice in the regicn at that

tont on the honastead--the W 1/b of section 25, 15N, R(6w-—was issued

i”é
O
“

1znar s hod purchased the adjacent FleshutszLamon property
anily worked on the ranch in the swmer 1919, returned to

Prive in Denver for the winter, and established their

the horestead cobin in 1920,
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