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Architect: Lang, William A.
Birth/Death Dates: 1846 - 1897
Practice Dates: 1886-1893 (Denver), 1889-1892 (with Marshall Pugh)

Biographical Information

William A. Lang was born in 1846 in Chillicothe, Ohio, one of many children in a family that
moved often. They settled in Illinois for a period of time prior to the Civil War. During the war,
Lang served in Company G of Lowell’s Regiment, Second Illinois Light Artillery, the same unit
as his father (though his father was twice discharged). After the war, Lang returned to his family
in Illinois where he took up farming. At this point, details of Lang’s life become somewhat
sketchy. He worked on roofing of houses and it is thought that he may have gained some
building experience through this trade. However, there is no documentation to show that Lang
received any formal training in architecture. Much of what he picked up was probably through
observation and widely available pattern books. The family moved constantly, ending up in
Albion, Nebraska, where Lang married in 1879 and started a prosperous grocery business.
It is here in Nebraska that Lang began his career as an architect, selling his grocery business to
his partner in 1884. After designing one of his two commercial buildings (the 2nd would be in
Denver) and a school in 1884, Lang became restless and moved to Denver by mid-to-late 1885.
He was already listed as an architect and building superintendent in the 1886 Denver City
Directory.

Lang burst onto the Denver building scene at the peak of economic activity with a fast and
furious pace. He designed over 250 buildings in his brief career in Denver, including a church
(St, Mark’s Parish), townhouses (Vine St.), barns, a commercial building (A.M. Ghost Building),
and numerous residential dwellings. He was known as Denver’s residential architect. Perhaps
most well known are the Molly Brown House (1890) and Castle Marne (1890), which show
Lang’s preference for rusticated stone, turrets, arches, and a grandness of scale. His
recognizable eclectic style was used not only on these large imposing mansions but also on
townhouses (a few of which remain) and what he termed "moderate cost housing." Although he
left Illinois before Richardsonian architecture made its mark on Chicago, it is apparent that this
style-albeit somewhat tailored to his taste-had a great impact on Lang. It is difficult to pin Lang
down to a definite style, for he merged many elements from different styles to suit his taste, not
following convention.

Lang designed most of his buildings in the early 1890s and was severely impacted by the Panic
of 1893. It effectively ended his career as an architect and sent him in a downward spiral from
which he would never recover. He sold his opulent townhouse in 1895 and all of his
possessions before being admitted to St. Luke’s Hospital in 1896. Lang was diagnosed with
dementia in March 1897 and discharged to his brother’s care in Illinois. He disappeared from his
brother’s house on August 7th and was killed instantly when hit by a train on August 21st, 1897.
While Lang had a brief but productive career in Denver, he left a legacy in his eclectic buildings
that reveal the prosperity of Denver’s early years.
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Credited Buildings

Building Name Location Site No. Date Assessment
Everts House
(Monti Mansion)

1344 Pennsylvania St.,
Denver

1886 Demolished

Dow-Rosenzweig
House
(rear addition; house
originally built in 1882 by Dow)

1129 E. 17th Ave.,
Denver

5DV343 1888 National
Register

Kittredge House 2135 E. Colfax Ave.,
Denver

1888 Demolished

Unnamed House 1440 Race St., Denver 1888 Demolished
Unnamed House
(speculation on Lang as the
architect)

1541 Race St., Denver 1888 Wyman
Local HD

Unnamed Houses
(Building Permits do not specify
which of the 4 houses were
designed by Lang & Pugh or John
L. Russell. Each designed two of
the 4 houses)

41, 47, 51, 59 W. 2nd
Ave., Denver

1889 Baker Local
HD

Unnamed House 128 W. 1st Ave., Denver 1889 Baker Local
HD

Unnamed House 150 W. 3rd Ave.,
Denver

1889 Baker Local
HD

Unnamed House 134 W. 5th Ave.,
Denver

1889 Baker Local
HD

Unnamed House 138 W. 5th Ave.,
Denver

1889 Baker Local
HD

Unnamed House 142 W. 5th Ave.,
Denver

1889 Baker Local
HD

Unnamed House 146 W. 5th Ave.,
Denver

1889 Baker Local
HD

Unnamed House 1410 Gilpin St., Denver 1889 Wyman
Local HD

Bartels House 1401 Vine St., Denver 1889 Demolished
Zang House 1532 Emerson St.,

Denver
5DV130 1889 National

Register
A.M.Ghost Building
(see 5DV.4217)

500-518 15th St., Denver 5DV141 1889 Delisted

Ghost Building
(dismantled at original location and
reconstructed at 18th & Stout in
1985)

800 18th St., Denver 5DV4217 1889 Downtown
Denver Local
HD

Bailey House 1600 Ogden St., Denver 5DV145 1889 National
Register

St. Mark’s Parish
Church
(Lang & Pugh)

1160 Lincoln St.,
Denver

5DV170 1889 National
Register

Lang Double
Residence

2355-2359 Lafayette
St., Denver

5DV7002 1889 Whittier
Local HD
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Dunning-Benedict House 1200 Pennsylvania St.,
Denver

5DV1488 1889 National
Register

Buell House? 1330 York St., Denver 5DV1659 1889 Wyman
Local HD

Buell House 1364 York St., Denver 1889 Wyman
Local HD

Tedford House 1415 Vine St., Denver 5DV165 1889 National
Register

Fred Hall House 1429 Vine St., Denver 5DV165 1889 National
Register

Molly Brown House
(House of Lions)

1340 Pennsylvania St.,
Denver

5DV178 1889-90 National
Register

Lang-Davis House
(Lang & Pugh)

140 W. 3rd Ave., Denver 5DV51.43 1889-91 Baker HD

The Marne
(Wilbur S. Raymond
House)

1572 Race St., Denver 5DV123 1889-90 National
Register

Unnamed House 1648 Washington St.,
Denver

5DV2899 1889-90 Demolished?

Unnamed House 127 Acoma St., Denver 5DV51 1890 Baker HD
Hiram Witter House 1305 Gaylord St.,

Denver
1890 Wyman

Local HD
Unnamed House 1529 Gaylord St.,

Denver
1890 Demolished

Dr. C.N. Hart House 1378 High St., Denver 1890 Demolished
Unnamed House 1520 Race St., Denver 1890 Demolished
Unnamed House 1524 Race St., Denver 1890 Demolished
Unnamed House 1532 Race St., Denver 1890 Demolished
Unnamed House 1540 Race St., Denver 1890 Wyman

Local HD
Schlessinger House 1544 Race St., Denver 5DV150 1890 National

Register
Unnamed House 1560 Race St., Denver 1890 Wyman

Local HD
Brady House 3550 Marion St., Denver 5DV329.8 1890
Ralph Voorhees
House

1471 Stuart St., Denver 5DV656 1890 National
Register

Ellis-Schenck
House

3015 Lowell Blvd.,
Denver

5DV680 1890

William Lang Townhouse 1626 Washington St.,
Denver

5DV1704 1890 National
Register

Unnamed House 3995 Wolff St., Denver 5DV2764 1890
William Lang Townhouse 1624 Washington St.,

Denver
5DV2900 1890

Orman-Adams House
(School Administration
Building)

102 W. Orman Ave.,
Pueblo

5PE495 1890 National
Register

William Church House
(Lang & Pugh)

Corona St., Denver 1890
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Unnamed House
(Lang & Pugh)

730 Washington St.,
Denver

1890 Demolished

Frank I. Smith
House
(Lang & Pugh)

1435 Stuart St., Denver 5DV654 1890 National
Register

Jane Spangler
House (Lang & Pugh)

1444 Stuart St., Denver 5DV655 1890-92 National
Register

Mortimer Goff House
(Lang & Pugh)

1649 Downing St.,
Denver

5DV2734 1891 Swallow Hill
HD

Grove-Fairbanks
House

1435 Vine St., Denver 5DV165 1891 National
Register

Unnamed House 1445 Race St., Denver 1891 Demolished
Unnamed House 1463 Race St., Denver 1891 Demolished
Bohm-Jones-Strickland-
Breit House (Lang & Pugh)

755 Oneida St., Denver 1891 Montclair
Local HD

Ernest LeNeve
Foster House
(Cathcart House)

2105 Lafayette St.,
Denver

5DV2315.1 1891 National
Register

Unnamed House
(Lang & Pugh)

1170 Josephine St.,
Denver

1892

Unnamed House 709 Corona St., Denver 1892 Seventh Ave.
Local HD

Unnamed House 1324 Gilpin St., Denver 1892 Wyman
Local HD

Unnamed House 1430 Race St., Denver 1892 Wyman
Local HD

Unnamed House 1343 Vine St., Denver 1892 Wyman
Local HD

Unnamed House 1353 Vine St., Denver 1892 Wyman
Local HD

Unnamed House 1451-53 Vine St.,
Denver

1892 Wyman
Local HD

Unnamed House 1456 Vine St., Denver 1892 Wyman
Local HD

Unnamed House 1502 Vine St., Denver 1892 Demolished
Unnamed House 1510 Vine St., Denver 1892 Demolished
Unnamed House 1516 Vine St., Denver 1892 Wyman

Local HD
Unnamed House 1650 Vine St., Denver 1892 Demolished
Unnamed House 1656 Vine St., Denver 1892 Wyman

Local HD
Unnamed House 1660 Vine St., Denver 1892 Wyman

Local HD
Unnamed House 2001 E. Colfax Ave.,

Denver
1892 Demolished

Caroline Bancroft House 1079-1081 Downing St.,
Denver

5DV2942 1892 National
Register

Sylvanus Pearman House
(Lang & Pugh)

101 W. Irvington Pl.,
Denver

5DV51.14 1892 Baker HD
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Bliss House
(Lang & Pugh)

1389 Stuart St., Denver 5DV340 1892 National
Register

Eizabeth McNulty
House
(Lang & Pugh)

1390 Stuart St., Denver 5DV653 1892 National
Register

Unnamed house
(speculation on Lang or David W.
Dryden as the architect)

1460 High St., Denver 1892 Wyman
Local HD

Haynes Townhouses 1738 Pearl St., Denver 5DV2706 1894 Denver Local
Landmark

Haynes Townhouses 1732 Pearl St., Denver 5DV2707 1894 Denver Local
Landmark

Unnamed House 1421 High St., Denver 1895 Demolished
Undated Buildings
Unnamed House
(speculation on Lang & Pugh
involvement)

220 Bannock St.,
Denver

Baker Local
HD

Unnamed House
(speculation on Lang & Pugh
involvement)

224 Bannock St.,
Denver

Baker Local
HD

Unnamed House
(speculation on Lang & Pugh
involvement)

230 Bannock St.,
Denver

Baker Local
HD
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