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Introduction

Background/Purposes

This project is the second phase of a project to survey the historic properties located
along Montezuma Avenyeand to begin a survey of other historic properties located
within the original Cortez townsitdn the first phase of the projecthe City of Cortez
obtained a Certified Local Governmg@LGyprant (#C@L1-014) to financea surveyof

at leastforty-one historicproperties.The first phase was completed in June of 2012.

The first phase surveywas located within the original townsitealong Montezuma
Avenueand resulted in a recommendation that the community consider establishing a
historic district on pe of the Avenue. The first survey also identified additional
properties located to the east of the survey area that might be considered for inclusion
in a potential historic district.

The second phase of the survey addressedrdemmmendations ofhe first survey It

also included nine properties located off of Montezuma Avenue, but within the original
Corteztownsite as part of an overall effort to document historic sites throughout the
original townsite. This projeds funded by aCertified Loal Government (CLG) grant
(#C012-019).

A large positive response from property owners after the publication of the first survey
data has resulted in at least Wwner-initiated applications for placement on the local
Cortez Historic Register. The inf@ation providedin this second phaseshould help
continue that enthusiasm to preserve local history. The survey data provides basic
necessary information for the community to pursue a historic district on Montezuma
Avenue, and to contemplate further surveyork within the historic areas of Cortez.
The City will use thelata to guide future planning, development and interpretation
projects The project results also provide valuable information for property owners
contemplating restoration or rehabilitation of theistoric property.

Federal Funding Acknowledgement

The activity that is the subject of this material has been financed in part with Hedera
funds from the National Historic Preservation Act, administered by the National Park
Service, U.S. Department of the Interior fdistory Colorado However, the contents
and opinions do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the U.S. Departrhen
the Interior or History Coloradpnor does the mention of trade names or commercial
products constitute an endorsement or recommendation by the Department of the
Interior orHistory Colorado

This program receives Federal funds from the National Barkice. Regulations of the
U.S. Department of the Interior strictly prohibit unlawful discrimination in departmental
Federallyassisted programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, age or handicap.
Any person who believes he or she has beé&triminated against in any program,
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activity, or facility operated by a recipient of Federal assistance should write to:
Director, Equal Opportunity Program, U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park
Service, 1849 C Street, N.W., Washington, D.C1®202

Project Description

The sites in this survey that are located aldBgstMontezuma Avenue are situated
withinthe/ 2 FTAY Qa | 2 Y ®A & § FARMfieh#oyiie City yf Cartéz, which
became part of Cortez within a year of the original tow8s2 &  LJfThirti-twa sftés
were recorded along Montezuma Avenudn additional nine sites were recorded on
Ash and North Streets in the area just south of Montezuma Avenue and within the
original Cortez townsiteThe surveyor completed a total ffrty-one survey forms.

The City of Cortez Historic Preservati@oardsupervised and coordinated the project
under the direction otthe Chair, Linda Towle, and with assistance from Chris Burkett,
the Cortez Grants and Special Projects Coordinatdill Seyfarth, the Principalf
CulturalResource Planningf Durango, Coloradacontracted with theCity of Cortezin
Julyof 2011 and completed the project iMay of2012.

The History Colorado Office of Historic Preservation staff contacts for this wweme
Dan Corson anélizabeth (Liz) BlackwellLeslie Gileglso provided initial direction on
this project before she left her position in October of 2012
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Survey Area

Legal Descriptn

The cumulative survey area encompasses approximdiglgcres The surveyf the
Montezuma Avenue properties includéss locatedon both the north and south sides

of Montezuma Avenue betweethe east boundary of Kemper Elementary School (which
is halfway between Adams and Park Streetsthe east and halfway baveen Ash and
Washington Streets on thevest A large parking loon the south side of Montezuma
Avenueat Harrison Streetadjacent to the City Market Grocery Stprevas excluded
from the survey, since the parking lot was created less than 50 years @gooatains

no historic structures. The parcels located on the south side of Montezuma Avenue
between Adams Street and Filmore Court were also excluded because they exhibit lot
and landscape characteristieffected in the early 1960s that were differentdm
Montezuma AvenueThe survey area also includes nine lots located within the original
townsite on Ash and North Streets.

The survey area is located withihe north %2 of Section26 of Towrship 3 N, Range
16W, New Mexico Principal Meridiagortez MontezumaCounty, Colorado. Figures 1
and 2 illustrate the survey area.

Physical Setting

The City of Cortez is located in southwest Colonadihe geographic area known as the
Montezuma Valley, at an elevation of about 6200 feet above sea I¢visl Stuated in a
transitional area between the arid scrublands to the south and the forested montane
environment of the Rocky Mountains to the northeast. The climate is-seh with an
average annual precipitation of abotitirteen inches

In 2010 the census counted,482 people inCortezand 25,535 people inMontezuma

County. Cortezis the county seat and the largest communitytive county. The City

covers 3,930 acres or 6.2 square milddS Highway 160 runs easest through the

middle of townand serves as the main commercial thoroughfare. The highway bends to

0KS a2dziK |4 GKS (26yQa ¢ Sadouttbofitnted ySR Ay G SN
Highway 491.
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Survey Area
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Research Design and Methods

Research Design

The sirveyQ dbjectives wereto document the history and current condition of
identified properties to provide a preliminary evaluation of their eligibility for the
National Register of Historic Places, and to determine the nature and extent of a historic
district on Montezuma Avenue. Researchfocused on gatheringhistorical and
architecturaldata that would helpdetermine thehistoric significancef the resource
within the context of local, regional and national history'te resultingdata includel
information specific to the property and identifiedcal influences, such as economic
trends or natural settings.

A file search requestedf History Colorado idune,2012 revealedno sites hd yet been
documentedon state survey forms in the survey aredhe file searchndicatedthat
forty-sixsitesare locatedin the immediately surrounding areas addition to the forty

one sites reorded in phase one in 2012012 Tables listing the recorded sites are
included in the Appendix. Theecordedsites areall historic structuresrelated to the
establishment and devepment of Cortezbetween 1886 and 1950They include
standing commercial and residential buildings and a remnant of a segment of a Cortez
ditch. Most of the sitegecordedbefore the 2011 surwewere documentedin either

1981 as part of a state wide cultural resource planning process, or ib b99
Preservation Partnership as part of a planning study commissioned by the City of Cortez
and partly funded byPreservation Grant #SHF 199M3-050. Of these sites, the
Montezuma Valley National Bank and St®eilding 6MT11979 and 5MT19093) and

the Ertel Funeral Home (5MT6925) are listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

The City of Cortez maintains a historic registdéone of thehomesin this survey are
listed on the local register. The landscaped median that runsndtdve middle of
Montezuma Avenuss listedon the local register.

Since the survey area was located on residential ssriett were platted as part of the
establishment of the City of Cortethe project was anticipated to address residential
buildings constructed between 1886 and 1968n initial windshield review of the
resources suggested that most of the buildings were constructed betwléd0 and
1950. One school was included in the survey area.

Major archival materials identified for use includle

County property records

Local historical societyaterials

Locally published informal historig®iemoirsand a walking toubrochure
Historic photographs

Newspaper archives

Limited oral interviews

= =4 4 -4 A8 -
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1 Information volunteered by the public
1 Publidy accessibldederal records, including census and social security death
indices

Historicalcity directoriesfor Cortezdo not include address refenees and were not
expected to be particularly usefubanborn Fire Insurance Maps waret available for
this part of town

Historic contexts for theCortez area are discussed iklistory ColoradoResources

Planning Protection Proceg3olorado PlatealCountry Historic ContexXty Michael B.

Husband (1984).This context, while in serious need of an update, provides general
background information on community development in southwest Coloraéaul

h Qw2 dftdnt®Qid Transition, A History of Southvest Colorado(1980) provides

additional historical background.History Colorad®a dzLJRI GSR | NOKI S2f 2 32
document for the Southern Colorado River Basin (Lipe et al 1898Iso usefulFull

citations for these sources are listed in the Bibliodmnap

A local historic context was develop&d 1995 for the commercial areas of Cortéwy

Preservation Partnership as part of a planning study commissioned by the City of. Cortez

The context divided thec2 YYdzy A 1@ Q& O2YYSNOAL f topRS @St 2 LIYS
covering the pioneer era from 1880 to 1920, tourism and transportation from 1906 to

the present, the automobile and city expansion era from 1920 to 1945, and
modernism/post World War Il to the presenthis historic context offered information

about the canmercial development of the City of Cort&ze first phase of this survey

indicated three general historic contextBounding and Early Development of Cortez

1886-1899; Struggles with prosperity 190@39; and Vaulting into the modern age

19401960

Survey Methodology

The project began with an introduction to the publi&ach property owner received a
letter informing them of the survey and inviting them to come to the meeting with any
information they would like to share about the history of themoperty. The Cortez
Historic Preservation Boartosted the public meeting onJuly 19 2012, where Jill
Seyfarthgave a short presentation on the project.

Field survey work was conducted between August &wetemberof 2012, and in
January of 2013 Propety owners and tenants encountered during the survey were
very helpful in providing whatever information they had about their property.

The survey practices followethe guidelines of theColorado Cultural Resource Survey
Manual. The project included amiensive survey of albrty-one properties The survey

area was drawn on a City of Cortez aerial photo and map. A temporary number was
assigned to each property, which was later assigned a state site number.

Cortez, Montezuma Avenue Survey Cultural Resource Planning Page8



Each building was described, photographed, researclad mapped. Sites were

recorded on Colorado Cultural Resource Survey Architectural Inverftorys and

located onUSGS topographic mag€ortez 7.5 minute quadrangle map 1963he

Colorado Cultural Reurce Survey Manudéxicon table and theGuide to Colorado
Architecturedefined the achitectural styles assigndd the buildings. Terms from the

M ydzl £ Q& @F NA2dza f SEAO2y& 6SNB dzaSR 6KSyS@SN

Each property was photographed during the digeview. All photographe/ere made
from digital filesand are black and white four by six inch prints on true black and white
paper. Photographs were labeled using archivally acceptablddoked labels and
sleeved as specified yistory ColoradoAphoto log accompaniethe photographs.

UTM data was produced via a Garmin WAe&bled GPS Unit, and verified through the
software programTOPO 2!National Geographic Societdite maps incorporated data
from the Cortez GIS database.

This final report gplains the survey findings, reviews the general historical development

2F /2NIST I FYR RA&AOdzaasSa lye Liv@alLiSadrA Sa 02y .
National Register of Historic Places either for individual listing or as part of a historic

district. The report and copies of each survey form will be provided to the Cortez

Historic Preservation Board, as well agHistory Coloradger the terms of the project

contract. The Cortez Historic Preservation Board will provide each property owitler w

a copy of their survey form

Jill Seyfarthconducted the survey and researcArchival research occurred between

June 2012and February 208 Researchook placein Cortez Durango and Denver,

Colorado. Th€ortez Publit.ibraryoffered clippingsfiles and locally published histories

and memoirs, and historic mapsThe Montezuma CountyHistorical Society provided
publications. ¢ KS a2y (ST dzyl / 2dzyGe ' aaSaazNnazx ¢NBI
contained property information.The research includé searchesin the Fort Lewis

Colege Center of Southwest Studies, tBenver Public Library and tHgtephen Hart

Library (History Colorado)for historic photographs, business directories and
miscellaneousources

Various booksand published materiaprovided histories of theCortezarea. They

include TheRiver of Sorrows; The History of the Lower Dolores River \é&liesd by

Gregory DKendrick andA History of Montezuma Countypy Ira Freeman. The

a2y idSTdzyl [/ 2dzyide | Aai2ddmg@hdium ¢f Ba@limBricgata ( KNS S
biographiegrovided background. is calledGreat Sage Plain to Timberline: Our Pioneer

History Volumes-IV. A recent publication calle€ortezis a collaboration of three

'Hi story Coloradods survey manuals and guidelines are
http://www.historycolorado.org/oahp/surveywentoryforms
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residents and includes numerous historic photygins. These sources are listed with
additional references in the Bibliography.

Local history buffs, Joyce Lawrence and Jeremiah Tjodsdped with research of the
Montezuma County recordslLocal historian and lifetime resident June Head very
graciousy offered guidance and information. Janet Weeth generously provided an
extensive compilation of data that she had prepared for other research projects about
Cortez.Richard Feit, the G.1.S. Coordinator for the City of Cortez prepared and provided
base maps for each sitd.inda Towle and Chris Burkett ably administered the process.
The project was made so much better as a result of the help from these individuals.
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Historic Context

Historic Overview of Cortez

Southwest Colorado has a rich and longstanding cultural tradition. The remains of
people attributed to Archaic (beginning around 7500 B.C), subsequent Basketmaker
(500 B.G750 B.C.) andAncestralPueblan traditions haveall been identified in the
area. Utes, Europeanand Americans arrived lateArchaeologicalindings indicatehat

the first Utes to migrate into the Mesa Verde region may have arrived as ear308s 1

at roughly the time the Ancestr&luebloans departed from the aréaWritten historical
accounts indicatehe Utes were among the tribes trading with the Spanish in present
day New Mexicdy 1598

Spanish explorers came north tbhe region from MexicoJuan De Onate brought the
earliestSpanish settlers to the Rio Grande Valley in present day New Mexico in 1598.
Between 1761 and 1765, Juan MaAatonio de Riveraled anexpedition from New
Mexicoon a route toward present day Delta, Coloradosearch of gold and silvein

1776, Fathes Dominguez and Escalante traversed the area in search of a route from
Santa Fe to the California missions. Much of their route later became the Old Spanish
Trail, which was used between 1830 and 1840 by Santa Fe traders on their way to
California.

Spainrelinquished its territories to Mexico in 1821. Wheine Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo ended theUnited StatesMexican War in 1848Mexico ceded its northern
holdings to the United States and much of the future state of Colorado became part of
the United Sates.

Cattle men and woulébe minersentered this newly opened American territqriput

their efforts were considerably diminished in the 1860s by the Civil War. Those who
returned after the war faced the issue of trespassing. Almost all of thetlaydwanted

was owned by the UteS.heUnited States Governmemtggressively negotiated a series

of agreements withlthe Utesto further Federal control of lucrative minerals located on
Ute land, and toobtain property for new settlement. In 1874, the Brunot Agreement
with the Utes opened landh the southwestern part of the Colorado territotg non-
natives The scene was set for settlement and development.

Foundingand Early Developmenf Cortez1886:1899

Although ean settlers were already moving to the area, the formal townsit€oftez

was launchedas part off Y Sy G NBLINBYy SdzNDa &aO0OKSYS (G2 RS@SH
Montezuma Valley. The open country located in the far southwestern corner of
Coloradosuggestedan opportunity to James W. HannaHe realized that the vast

expanses of land inthe arid Montezuma Valley coulthe desirableto farmersand

2 Lipe, William; Varien, Mark; Wilshusen, Richar@olorado Prehistory: A Context for the Sbarn
Colorado River BasinColorado Council of Professional Archaeologists: Denver, 1P8§e 354.
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therefore financially lucrativeif he could somehow provide more watefhe Denver
basal promoter raised $200,0D in capital to create the Montezuma Valley Water
Supply CompanfMVWSC) The Colorado State Archives records indiddenna filed
for incorporation on December 11, 188Principals were listed as:

1 Burtis L Arbecanmof Boston who served as president amiose name livesn in

Cortez on ArbecarBtreet,

1 JamesN.Hanna as Vice President and General Manager

1 EmoryS. Turner ofNew York as Secretargnd

1 A.B. Chamberlaiof Denver as Treasurer.

Steven Smith was hired to manage daily business matiférs.investors planned to
build a 5,400 foot long tunnel with siphons and flumes to divert water from the Dolores
River drainage to the Montezuma Valley. The company expected to provide water to up
to 50,000 people and to irrigate 200,000 acfes.

A newtown would provide services to the water system workers and a commercial

center for the farmers who would flock to the area. Hanna, the brainchild behind the
LINE2SOG> SYy@AaArzySR | NIAENBIFIR O2yySOGAz2yY
prosperous future. In k&r years, he lobbied extensively for a railroad connection that

never came. But first, he needed to develop the n&wnsite. There is some
uncertainty about who named th€ity after Spanish explorer Herndn Cortéxnt most

historical sources credéither Hannaor his water companith providing the namé.

As the manager athe MVWSCHannawent to work to create ecity. Using a method

guite common to real estate development at that tintege companycapitalized on the

generous provisions of thelomestead Act to acquirkand forthe townsite. Under the

Homestead Act of 1862, a potential settler could file claim make certain
improvements to the land to establish that property as a farm or ranch and ithegive

title without spending any moneyo purchase the property. The muelbused

Homestead Act ofterresulted in grantingd A 6 f S G2 aK2YSaidSIRa¢g GKI
townsiteswhen their owners sold the property to real estate developers

The MVWSGet up two helpful individuals to file abutig homestead claims of 80 acres
each Algernon SDutton filedon the northern tract William A. Upchurch claimed the
southern tract. Dutton was a well known pioneer in southwestern Colaradtis
projectwasamong thelast inhis life. Hedied in nearby Archuleta County on December

% Colorado State Archives Records of Incorporations; secondary sources cite an incorporation date of
September 16, 1885.

* Kendrick, Gregory D editoiThe River of Sorrows; The History of the Lower Dolores River Valley.
Accessed on line on July 21, 2011 at
http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/rmr/river_of sorrows/index.htm.

United States Department of the Interior, 1981.

® Hall, Frank.History of Colorado Volume AChicago, lllinois: Blakely Printing Company,183fage 226
andFreeman, Ira SA History of Montezuma Countigoulder, Colorado: Johnson Publishing Company,
1958.Page 66.
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14, 1885, about a year before theind Office gave him clear title to thend® Onthe

same dayr & 5 dzd (0 2 ¥iedCounty Slerki riécbrded a sa@leNP Y 5 dniily Y Q &
MVWSC presiderBurtis L Arbecan.” Dutton had signed a power of attornd@y 1884to
authorize M.J. Wine to transad¢he sale ofthis land, so itappears that Dutton had
anticipated his own death and how it might have affected the future of Coktéltiam

A. Upchurch managed toast alive 6r the entire process. id 8Gacre tract made up the
southern half of the origingbwnsite.

Figure3 Thisoriginal Cortez plat was filed in La Plata County. Montezuma County was
not created until 189. Nine sites recorded as part of this survey laeated within the
redoutline.

® Title was provided on December 9, 1886.

" Bureau of Land Maagement General Land Office Records COCOAA 020298 and 020309; and obituary

information included iflPagosa Springs Suarticle on local history published December 12, 2002; and

deed information available in the Montezuma County CI
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